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Attendees will understand
how callaboration between
service providers is
important to the success of
a child with hearing loss.

Learner
Objective

Our Goal

"Empower students with the
skills and mindset to advocate

for themsely i

9/12/2025

DISCLOSURE

EMPLOYEES OF OHIO VALLEY
YOICES

NO FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES

* By the end of this presentation, attendees
will be able to describe components of the
Supporting Independence Curriculum and
the reasoning behind these components.

* By the end of this presentation, attendees |
will be able to identify the importance of
collaboration among team members to
support the whole child.

Learner
Objectives

* By the end of this presentation, attendees |
vill be able to name clinfcal services that
could help identify other needs for a i
student. |
|
|
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» What is Collaboration?

"Alone we can
do so little;
together we
can do so
much."”

— Helen Keller

» Research and Data

» Why did we see the
need to evaluate our
programming?
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Collaboration Journey to the Mainstream

» Arecent study (Gustafson, 2024) highlighted the importance of
collaboration between teachers of students who are deaf and hard of
hearing and educational audiologists. This collaboration is crucial for
developing successful, comprehensive service delivery plans for these
students. However, only 59% of special educators reported having
access to an educational audiologist in some or all of their schools,
and only 63% of those with access rated their collaboration as
moderately or extremely good (Knickelbein & Richburg, 2012). Among
speech-language pathologists (SLPs) surveyed, 61% had access to an
audiologist in all or some of their schools, but only 37% rated the
strength of collaboration with educational audiologists as moderately
or extremely good (Richburg & Knickelbein, 2011).

EARLY INTERVENTION SPECIALIZED
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMMING AND
CLINICAL SERVICES
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Foundational Questions to Ask

What are the family’s communication goals for the
child?

Early Intervention care team?

Collaboration with ENT, speech pathologists, PT,

’ -
and Educatlon DDBP

What other providers should be a part of this child's

Are there any secondary factors that need attention?

VWhat is the child’s etiology of hearing loss? Are we at

risk of progression?
M
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Helping a
caregiver
understand |
their child’s |
hearing loss
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Wear Time Action Plans
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Specialized
Programming and
» Clinical Services

The Process

Standards were created basedon a
review of the current literature for
self-advocacy for children who are

D/HH

L 4

Children’s baselines of the standards
were determined

b LSLproviders created goals and lesson plans
based on the children’s baselines
Directinstruction to the children was
provided

b Collaborative brainstorming sessions were
completed with the team throughout the
entirety
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Video of a parent education session

Supporting Independence Curriculum

What we asked:

» In the areas of self-advocacy and device
management, vhat skills do the children
have without explicit direct instruction and
device management?

* What skills were necessary to ensure the
children had device management and self-
advocacy knowledge to be independent.
with their hearing loss?
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What We Found:

»The children, at all ages,
had scattered skills
surrounding self-advocacy
and device management

» The children acquired new
skills with explicit, direct
instruction

Vestibular
Dysfunction in D/HH
Kids
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Identifying Vestibular Disorders

» Delayed gross motor milestones
» Mot sitting by 9 months, not walking by 15 menths\

» Ohio Yalley Yoices has developed a vestibular screening protocol with
Cincinnati Children's Hospital for ages 3 and up

> Identlhdn& these kids early has a huge impact on their learning and gross
motor skills

» Protocol:
» Standing on foam, with eyes closed for 10 seconds without falling
» Head thrust test, looking for eye movement
> Dyr:;mic wvisual acuity - can the child identify shapes while their head is
moving

1s

Head Thrust Test
Foam Test
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Vision Screenings & @y Assistive Technology
T i b State-required AP Growth Assessments are auditory-based
Vision is the primary sense used = ¥ Connect every chd individus'ly to 3 HAT system to stresm all
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Audiology Clinic ‘

| Services:
Mainstream and } L gt

» Beyond »Speech Perception Testing

»Cochlear Implant Mapping

»Hearing Aid Dispensing

»Speech language evaluation
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Community
Qutreach




Mainstream services

9/12/2025




