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*The unique challenges involved in developing
literacy skills for children who are deaf.

*Strategies for ensuring that a child’s

i H development of the five pillars of early literacy
Thls session is maximized throughout their educational day,
will while coupled with listening and spoken

language development.

discuss....

*The use of standardized assessments in
supporting literacy development and how

these assessments can help drive instruction

in the classroom/therapy session. ,
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What Is Reading?

Reading is making meaning from print.

Itrequires thatwe:

* Identify the words in print - a process called
word recognition

* Construct an understanding from them-—a
process czlled comprehension

« Coordinate identifying words and making
meaningso thatreadingis automatic and
accurate - an achievernent called fluency
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What does
it take to
learn to
read?
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Pre-Literacy Stage: the gradual pracess of learning to
understand and use oral forms and then begin to
explore and make sense of wiritten forms of language—
begins at birth and continues through the early
childheod years, i.e., ege 8

Emergent Literacy: Childrenin this stagabeginto be

Stages Of aware that print carries a message. They know the

R d sounds and names of the alphabet, begin to use high
ed lng frequency words in their reading, etc.

Development

Early/DevelopingLi 5 have good trol
of early reading strategies, read familiar text with some
fluency, use phonetic clues to decode, beginto engage
indiscussions aboutwhatis read, ete.
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Five Pillars of : =

Eatty Litetacy Phonemic awareness

and Reading The Changing
Instruction

Emphasis of

Vocabulary
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To develop
phonemic
awareness,
children need to:

learn to recognize and manipulate the
individual sounds (phonemes) within
spoken words
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To develop phonics (word recognition),
children need to learn:

To break apart and i To Epgll{;::z:m;ﬂize
manipulate the sounds in S S S el A
words - thisis phonemio - relationships to sou

& out words that are new to
awareness AL Ry

To expand the number of

i e
;',[;ZL; words they can identify
L) automalically, called
their sight vocabulary
24
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To develop fluency, children need to learn to:

w « Develop a high level of accuracy in word recognition ]

| » Maintain a rate of reading brisk enough to facilitate comprehension

+ Use phrasing and expression so that oral reading sounds like speech ]

into automatic skills

v + Transform deliberate strategies for word recognition and compmhenslon]
)
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To develop vocabulary,

children need to have:

Exposure to new words
through reading,
engagingin
conversations, and
participating in
interactive activities
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To develop
comprehension,
children need to
learn:

ETE e
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Alright,Trey. We ¢an go.
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Statistics regarding reading in the U.S

Thaeverege reading level inthe Urited Stetes is betwzen the 7th end Bth greds, whichis equivient loa
rezdnggade level of 12 to 14 years o'd. This level is used es @ benchmark for written gudelnesin the

medicel industry.

Withinthe US, in 2022:

*+54% of aduit below sintn-grzd

* 20% of Ameri needed irgwage.

*3cut of 4 peopls on weifare can'tresd.

* Iiteracy Is estimated to cost Americzn tarpsyers $2 2 trilion ennuslly, accordng to studies by tha
Barbzra Bush Foundation for Fermity Literzcy end Gzlup. THsincludes lost productivity, Increased
hezithcare costs, Wigher crima rates, and reduced tacrevenug
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Why is reading important?

Proficiency in reading is critical for furthering one’s education and achieving
success in the workplace. Reading is a fundamental skill necessary to
function successfully in today’s society (Kirsch, Jungeblut, Jenkins & Kolstad,
1993).
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What are literacy
behaviors?

+ Literacy behaviors are defined
as actions related to reading,
writing, and letter concepts.

21

Examples of literate behaviors
you might see in school:

* Writing a letter toa parent for a special day

» Grocery listfor & potentizl shopping experience

* Labelingparts of aflover
+ Readind recipes

+ Reading independentiy




9/12/2025

The Effect of Hearing Loss
on Learning to Read

iduals who are DHH and who are
spoken language use i

ict reading comprehension abibity in
ce.

Continued intervention to support language

beyond primary school has the
potential to benefit reading comprehension
and, hence, educationalaccess for D/HH
adolescents
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20,000 HOURS OF
LISTENING!

It takes approximately 20,000
hours of listening for a child's
brain to be ready to learn to
read. This extensive exposure to
language input, particularly in
early childhood, is crucial for
developing the auditory
pathways necessary for reading
comprehension,
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What Can | Do?

Read to the child every day.

Provide experiences to build literacy skills:

* Give names to things in the environment to increase
vocabhulary

* Use precise language (“under the blue chair” instead
of “over there”)

* Sing songs and recite rhymes
ibs * Listen to music, move and clap to the beat!

Supporting Reading Development

Share stonytelling tim
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Supporting Reading Development
Putthe child'sname g gs to help him/her learn to
Read books that peated words or ph othe child canjoininas you read
Display and talk about printed materials in the home,
Visit the library re
e
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+ locarpeeating tha content standards 12 pulds Instructica b each
lesson

Tha Early where
books come o bfe with the use of toys to help with vocabulary
develapment and comprebentlon ctivities

* Tha Older Preschool Clavs utilize s the Sit Together and Read
(STA

pr y's Crana

Literacy at Ohio Centerter Eary "
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+ The Esrty Bementary classes incorporate Heggerty Phenermic
Awarenessy, the Heggerty Bridge to Writing curriculum dally,
and

AWLSLS classrooms Incorparate Uteracylato thelr s
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Designing
language
experience
lessons to
support literacy
development

.
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Standardized assessments:
how to utilize and drive instruction
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Standardized assessments in
reading can play a significant role
in driving instruction by providing
objective, comparable data on
student performance.
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